MADAME   DU   HAUSSET                           239

bourgeois tone? and yet, I believe, there have
not been many ministers comparable to him in
knowledge and in enlightened views." I took
a pen, which lay on the Doctor's table, and
begged M. Duclos to repeat to me all the names
he had mentioned, and the eulogium he had
bestowed on each. "If," said he, "you show
that to tht Marchioness, tell her how the con-
versation arose, and that I did not say it in
order that it might come to her ears, and even-
tually, perhaps, to those of another person. I
am an historiographer, and I will render justice,

--------------------------,-------------

but for clear and forcible expression, was, nevertheless,
d'Argenson Id Mte* It is said, however, that he affected
the simplicity, and, even silliness of manner, which pro-
cured him that appellation. If, as we hope, the unedited
memoirs left by Ren6 dArgenson will be given to the
world, they will be found fully to justify the opinion of
Duclos, with regard to this Minister, and the inappro-
priateness of his nickname.e many apologies for the ennui
